The Bylaws of the USS Onizuka NCC-71815

2010 Final Proposal

Article I

Name

Section 1:

The name of this organization (hereafter also known as “the Chapter”) will be the USS Onizuka NCC-71815, a correspondence chapter of STARFLEET: The International Star Trek Fan Association, Inc., a 501(c)7 corporation. The Chapter’s official city of charter will be Chico, California, U.S.A.

Article II

Purpose

Section 1:

The purpose of the Chapter is to foster and promote an interest in science-fiction and fantasy in general, and Star Trek in particular. To, whenever possible, support such charities, humanitarian causes and institutions as may be agreed upon by the membership of the Chapter by vote held by a means decided upon by the membership and approved of by the Command Council and these bylaws.

Article III

Membership

Section 1:

The following classes of membership will be known by the Chapter: Local, International & Honorary.

Local membership is the most basic level of membership. Such members will obtain, upon receipt by the Chapter of a full year’s dues, a new or renewing membership packet, a subscription for twelve (12) monthly issues of the Chapter’s newsletter, the right to vote on all club issues presented to the membership and, if desired, a persona rank, position and club duties according to the division assigned. Local members have the opportunity for promotion through all enlisted ranks.

 International membership have the same benefits as Local membership with the addition of opportunities, within the Chapter, for promotion through all officer ranks (after completing STARFLEET Academy’s Officer Training School (OTS)) to Commander, appointment to any of the Chapter’s departmental or support staff leadership positions, the ability to run for the Chapter’s elected offices (with additional qualifications met) and membership in STARFLEET: The International Star Trek Fan Association, Inc, and all membership privileges therein.

STARFLEET memberships and their dues are the responsibility and choice of the individual and, although assistance with the application process may be requested, is a separate process and fee from applying or renewing to the USS Onizuka.

International members not maintaining their STARFLEET membership status will be reclassified as Local members, with the rights listed in the Local membership section above. Officers or those holding appointed positions requiring International membership within the Chapter that allow their STARFLEET memberships to lapse will have three (3) months to renew or surrender those ranks and positions for an enlisted rank to be determined by the Command Council.

Honorary membership will be conferred upon noteworthy personalities within Star Trek or other science-fiction or fantasy genre, or heading or coordinating Chapter-sponsored charities. They must be approved by a vote of the membership, will last for one year, and will have no voting rights. 

Existing members who, in the opinion of the Command Council have performed extraordinarily, and with the approval of the general membership, may be granted a free years membership with voting rights.

Family memberships will be offered for an additional fee, paid to cover additional membership packet costs. A family will consist of all those desiring membership considered by the primary member to be part of their family. A family will only receive one newsletter per month.

Section 2:

No limit will be placed on the number of members, nor will there be any restrictions upon the age, gender, sexual orientation, race, national origin, or abilities of any members or applicant for membership other than the ability to pay the established dues, other than sanction as a result of disciplinary action.

Section 3:

Membership can be obtained by requesting or downloading from the USS Onizuka web site the Chapter membership application, completing said application and paying the Chapter Record’s Officer (or designee) the dues in effect at the time of application.

Section 4:

Membership will be terminated by the Chapter only because of a member’s failure to pay dues, or as a final step in disciplinary action. The Chapter has the right to terminate a local membership (membership in the Chapter) but not a member’s STARFLEET membership, if any.

Section 5:

Members in good standing have the right to attend all meetings and events (other than disciplinary reviews) and to voice their views via any Chapter recognized means of communication which may include postal mail, email, official Chapter-arranged online chat rooms, telephone, instant messenger or in person. All members (except Honorary) have voting rights at any officially recognized forum in which a vote in required by the membership. Members may request any position within the Chapter, but must meet predefined requirements for department head, support staff head, or elected officer positions.

Section 6: 

Members have the option of resigning at anytime, but will remain on the Chapter rolls and receive the Chapter newsletter until their most recent dues payment expires. If they wish, they must request not to be sent the newsletter. Dues paid will be non-refundable.

Section 7:

Members may transfer to another chapter by making a request to the USS Onizuka’s Commanding Officer (CO). The CO will prepare a transfer packet to be presented to the new chapter’s appropriate officer by the transferring member. Upon accepting a member’s resignation, transfer request or notification of a member’s dues (plus 60 days-see Article IV, Section 1) lapsing, the CO will strip said member of all status, office, rank and privilege in the Chapter. The aforementioned status, office rank and privileges can be restored upon prompt renewal, at the CO's discretion.

Although the transfer packet will state the former status, office, rank and privileges of the member at the time of their leaving the USS Onizuka, it remains the responsibility of the chapter transferred to as to whether said members retain these in their new command.

Article IV

Finances

Section 1:

Dues to the Chapter will be payable at the time of application. Members not renewing their membership within 60 days of expiration will be dropped from the Chapter’s rolls, losing all status, rank and position in the Chapter, and will be required to reapply, as if new, to regain membership.

Section 2:

Dues will be $15.00 per year for an individual, and $20.00 per year for a family membership. Those members desiring International membership must also pay STARFLEET’s current dues. Members will be responsible for keeping track of their membership due dates. International members will be responsible for notifying the Records Officer of their STARFLEET renewal (by providing a photocopy or PDF scan of their current membership certificate) or discontinuance of membership.

Section 3:

Club accounting records will be the responsibility of the Records Officer (RO). The RO will not require bonding, but will be entrusted this responsibility on their honor. Duties will include:

1. Submitting reports to the Commanding Officer and Newsletter Editor for inclusion in the Chapter newsletter on a monthly basis.

2. Maintaining and protecting the Chapter’s cash finances.

3. Transporting the cash box to events where needed.

4. Collecting dues paid at time of application or renewal, and funds earned from events and fundraisers.

5. Contacting members who have let their dues lapse in an attempt to collect said dues.

Article V

Elected Officers of Chapter

Section 1:

The elected officers of the Chapter will be the Commanding Officer (President), Executive Officer (Vice-President), and Records Officer (Secretary-Treasurer). Officers in the Commanding Officer and Executive Officer positions will have completed STARFLEET Academy’s Officer Training School and Officer Command College. The Records Officer will have completed STARFLEET Academy’s Officer Training School. The term of officer will be one year and renewable. No member will hold more than one elected office at a time.

Section 2:

The Commanding Officer (CO) will be responsible for the general supervision of all activities of the Chapter. The CO will discharge the duties set forth by STARFLEET, these bylaws, and as assigned by the Chapter’s membership including:

1. Submitting status reports monthly to STARFLEET.

2. Promoting STARFLEET and the Chapter.

3. Presiding over Command Council meetings and other meetings and gatherings as needed.

4. Implementing the decisions made by the Command Council and those legally voted upon and approved by the Chapter membership.

Section 3:

The Executive Officer (XO) is second in command of the Chapter. The XO will be responsible for assisting the Commanding Officer in the general supervision of the Chapter. If, for any reason, the office of the Commanding Officer becomes vacant prior to the expiration of the regular term of office, the XO will assume the responsibilities of the CO until a new Commanding Officer is elected. The XO’s responsibilities will also include:

1. Acting on behalf of the Commanding Officer in the CO’s absence.

2. Recruiting and retention of STARFLEET and Chapter members.

3. Performing all other lawful duties assigned by the Commanding Officer, the Command Council, or at the request of the Chapter’s membership.

Section 4:

The Records Officer (RO) will be the Chapter’s custodian of records and will be responsible for the Chapter’s finances. The RO’s responsibilities will include:

1. Take and report the minutes of all Command Council and other special meetings called by the CO.

2. Maintain membership records including

a. legal name

b. address

c. membership status

d. persona ID (if any)

e. fictitious rank held

f. STARFLEET Academy courses completed

g. birthday (unless member refuses to disclose)

h. position assigned

i. activities/meetings attended

3. Maintain the Chapter’s archives of Chapter correspondence, meeting minutes and agendas, past member records, newsletters and submitted reports.

4. Maintain the Chapter’s cash box.

5. Submit a monthly financial report with opening balance, income, expenditures and ending balance for inclusion in the club newsletter.

6. Supply membership information requested by the Commanding Officer or Executive Officer.

7. Performing all other lawful duties assigned by the Commanding Officer, the Command Council, or at the request of the Chapter’s membership.

Section 5:

In the event that the office of Commanding Officer becomes vacant, the Executive Officer shall assume the responsibilities of the Commanding Officer. In the event any of the other elected officer positions become vacant, the Commanding Officer may appoint a qualified Chapter member to fill the position. This appointment will be submitted to the Chapter’s membership for approval. If not approved, a special election will be held following the special election procedures in Article VI. The newly approved or elected officer shall serve the remainder of the prior officer’s term. Results of the vote will be published in the next available newsletter.

Section 6:

In the event that any of the above elected officers are unable to completely fulfill all the duties of their office but can fulfill some, duties may be delegated to another member(s). However, said elected officer shall remain fully responsible for assuring all duties are carried out by said delegate(s). In other words, duties can be delegated, responsibility cannot.

Article VI

Nominations and Elections

Section 1:

Nominations for elected office will be accepted from March 1 to April 30 of each election year. All nominations will be sent to the Chapter’s Record Officer, who will be responsible for verifying the members qualifications for office as per Article V Section 1 of these bylaws and their acceptance of the nomination(s). If no nominations are received, or nominations received are only for the current elected officers, the election will become a Vote of Confidence for those officers currently serving to continue another term. Nominations may be submitted by snail mail or e-mail using the nomination form found on the Chapter’s website and in the membership handbook.

Section 2:

An Election Committee shall be designated by the Commanding Office before the ballots are mailed the committee will be responsible for collecting and counting the ballots. No candidate running for office shall be on the Election Committee. The Election Committee will select one member (if larger than one) to be the designated addressee for the mailing address on the ballots.

Section 3: 

Campaigning shall be allowed from May 1 through June 24. Candidates competing for office will be listed in the May Chapter newsletter. Submissions of campaign statements will be submitted to the Chapter newsletter editor by May 25 for inclusion in the June edition.

Section 4:

Election packets will be mailed via electronic mail to all members on June 1. They will contain a Microsoft Word 2003 format ballot with the Election Committee contact person’s email information and voting instructions. Ballots need to be received by the Election Committee contact person by June 24 at 11:59 pm to be counted. The Election Committee will submit the results of the election to the Commanding Officer, who will then forward the results to the Chapter newsletter editor for inclusion in the July Election Edition of the Chapter newsletter.

Section 5:

Special elections may be called in time of need, such as the vacancy of an elected office. These elections will follow an abbreviated election procedure, with one month for nominations and one month for campaigning/election. Officers nominated will be posted in the same newsletter as campaign statements. Submission of all data (qualified nominations & campaign statements) will be submitted to the newsletter editor by the 25th of month one, and election results will be submitted by the 25th of month 2. Ballots will be mailed on day 1 of month 2. All other procedures will be as above.

Article VII

Meetings

Section 1:

The USS Onizuka, being a correspondence chapter of STARFLEET, has no regular meetings of the Chapter membership. Command Council meetings are held at the discretion of the Commanding Officer.

Section 2:

Special meetings may be called in urgent situations. Such meetings may be held by conference call, private chat room, in person or via instant messenger. At all such meetings, the Records Officer or designate shall keep a record of said meeting (minutes, chat log, etc.).

Section 3:

Attendance at any meeting will count for promotion points (described in the Crew Handbook) only if attended by the member, proxy voting may be used but will not earn promotion points. Attending members may hold another members proxy, given them by another absent member, to represent the absent member’s interests at the meeting. Proxies can be withdrawn at any time by the proxy granting member.

Section 4:

A quorum for any meeting shall be two elected officers.

Article VIII

Command Council

Section 1:

The Command Council will consist of the following persons:

1. Commanding Officer

2. Executive Officer

3. Records Officer

4. Chief Operations Officer

5. Chief Communications Officer

6. Chief Security Officer

7. Chief Science Officer

8. Chief Tactical Officer

9. Chief Engineer

10. Newsletter Editor

11. Librarian

12. Ship’s Quartermaster

They serve for one year, renewable. Any member holding more than one of these positions will have only one vote.

Section 2:

The Command Council will have the responsibility of handling the day to day business of the club. They will implement decisions made by the membership, and make procedure as needed.

Section 3:

The Command Council may expend Chapter funds as needed in the performance of it’s duties upon a majority vote of the attending Council members. Any expenditure over $50.00 will require a majority of the entire Council, not just the attending members.

Section 4: A quorum will consist of two elected officers.

Article IX

Committees

Section 1:

Committees will be formed and appointed to as needed by the membership. Committees will be formed, or disbanded, by the CO.

Section 2:

The Commanding Officer will be an ex officio member of all committees, with the exception of the Election Committee.

Article X

Disciplinary Action

Section 1:

When a complaint is filed with the Commanding Officer, he/she shall first discuss with the filer of the complaint if the member has tried to rectify the situation on their own, and what steps were taken. If the CO decides that the member made sufficient effort to solve the problem on their own, he/she shall start proceedings as outlined below:

1. The CO will meet with the offending member privately and attempt to solve the problem with discussion.

2. If a one-on-one approach won’t work, the complaint will go before the Command Council. If they deem the complaint valid, and discussion with the Council cannot solve the problem, they may take the following actions against the offending member:

a. officially require an apology from the offending member

b. removal from office/position

c. reduction of rank

d. cancellation of earned promotion points

e. expulsion from the Chapter with sanction against rejoining (extreme cases only)

The Command Council may not reduce an International member with officer rank below the rank of Ensign. Expulsion from the Chapter will not affect a member’s STARFLEET membership, but the CO may report said member’s expulsion in their monthly report to STARFLEET.

Article XI

Publications

Section 1:

The name of the Chapter newsletter will be the Onizuka Haiku

Section 2:

Required content in the Chapter newsletter includes:

1. Chapter calender of events for upcoming month.

2. Any meeting minutes from the prior month.

3. Reports from elected and appointed positions.

4. Member count and status.

5. Finance report

Additional items may be published at the editor’s discretion.

Section 3:

The deadline for submissions is the 25th of each month.

Section 4:

The newsletter will be published on the 1st of each month.

Section 5:

The editor shall be responsible for all aspects of the production of the newsletter, including assuring all submissions are free of copyright or other legal infringements. The Commanding Officer or a designee must approve of the final proof, editing as needed but allowing for free expression when not contrary to the Chapter’s welfare. A designee shall be appointed when the Commanding Officer and Newsletter Editor’s positions are held by the same member.

Article XII

Use of Persona

Section 1:

Having a fictitious identity is part of many members enjoyment of the fandom. It is not to be used for official documents or in any official meetings. Any legal actions will require a legal identity. Personae are to be used for social settings, gaming and story writing.

Section 2:

Rank aboard the ship is of a persona nature. Those found using their rank to rule over another member will be in violation of the Chapter’s rules and may face disciplinary action.

Article XIII

Dissolution

Section 1:

Upon the dissolution of the Chapter, all assets of the Chapter will be distributed to a charitable organization as decided by the membership by a final vote, and as allowed by applicable federal and state laws and STARFLEET governing documents.

Article XIV

Parliamentary Authority

All authority not expressly given to the Command Council is reserved to the Chapter membership. These bylaws are void only when and where they expressly contradict the Constitution, Bylaws, Standing Rules or Membership Handbook of STARFLEET: The International Star Trek Fan Association, Inc. or the laws of the City of Chico, County of Butte, or State of California. If one or more sections of these bylaws are voided, the remaining sections will still be binding. Parliamentary procedure, when not covered by these bylaws, the Chapter’s handbook, standing rules agreed upon by the membership, or the above mentioned STARFLEET documents, will be derived by the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.

Article XV

Amendments to These Bylaws

Section 1:

All proposed amendments to these bylaws must be submitted in writing.

Section 2:

Amendment proposals may be submitted in person, by mail or by printable electronic means.

Section 3:

The proposed amendment will be reviewed at a Command Council meeting and, if deemed necessary, a committee will be formed to review the proposal. If deemed beneficial to the chapter and not in conflict with any of our or STARFLEET’s ruling documents or applicable laws, the proposal will be submitted to the membership by means of the Chapter newsletter or electronic mail. The proposal will be approved if a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the ballots (separate form type PDF file) sent out approve of the change. The Chapter Records Officer or their designee shall attempt to contact all members, but it is the member's responsibility to ensure current contact information is in the Chapter’s records. 

